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Get involved in 2016 

Help us spread the word about the roots of public education.  

Become a member. Come to an event. Donate.  

 

            Message from the Chair   

2015 saw the Foundation make significant progress in supporting Schoolhouse education programs and extending 

our reach to the community.  

A major gift from the McLean Foundation to our Send A Kid to School fund enables us to fund free admission to the 

Victorian era school experience for three thousand school children between 2016 and 2018.  This represents an   

important increase in the number of Grade Three students who annually take part in authentic1858 lessons with the 

school mistress, “Mrs. Henderson”, also known as Hilary Dawson.   

Our partnership with Beth Hanna and Sean Fraser of the Ontario Heritage Trust is a source of pride. Working     

together with Schoolhouse Manager Sam Wesley, we help bring to life the story of the start of universal public 

schooling while celebrating the continuance of Toronto’s first free school as a museum and heritage resource.  

ETS Foundation Directors come from the Corktown neighbourhood and from the heritage community at large. 

They enthusiastically and generously support our fund raising initiatives aimed at contributing to the restoration of 

the building. Their efforts towards building financial sustainability, guiding strategic development, mounting special 

events and expanding community outreach have been invaluable.    

Thanks to web master David Barr of Innogenesis Inc. and marketing consultant Len Knott, we continued to attract 

new members and audiences through our web site, social media and media communication. Administrator Debbie 

Keffer is an invaluable asset to the ETSF. 

I am deeply grateful to our members, partners and donors at all levels who have helped to further the Foundation’s 

goals.   

Lynne Kurylo 
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ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

Expanding Our Reach  

 

Financial 

In September 2015, the McLean Foundation awarded us a $15,000 grant.  These funds have significantly increased 
our ability to support the school visit program whereby children experience what school was like one hundred and sixty 
years ago. Through the Send A Kid to School program, we pay the admission fees for school children who cannot          
otherwise afford to attend the 19th century school day program offered by the Ontario Heritage Trust. This very        
generous grant means one thousand students for each of the next three years will visit Toronto’s first free school for free.  

 
The TD Bank Group generously provided a $5000 sponsorship for the Annual Founder’s Dinner where A. Charles 

Baillie received our Heritage Champion Award for his outstanding support of heritage and culture.  

 

       Ontario Heritage Trust School Visit Program 
   

The program hosted more than 700 school visits, despite several months of teacher job action while 165 of these 
visits were subsidized, thanks to the ETS Foundation. An enhanced school program will roll out in the spring of 2016. 

 

Special AGM Lecture: Enoch Turner, The Brewing Industry, Philanthropy and Early Toronto 

Beer expert and historian Jordan St. John revealed new information about Enoch Turner’s life and philanthropy, 
discovered while researching his new book, Lost Breweries of Toronto. 

 

Jane’s Walk:  Three Centuries of Corktown 

Wendy McPhee, Lynne Kurylo and Helene St. Jacques guided over 100 participants through the changing       
landscape of Corktown - home to government, industry, immigration and constant change since the late 18th    
century. The fascinating stories of the people and places of Corktown past and present emerged.   

 
WWI Centenary Lecture: Victory at Vimy – Canada Comes of Age 

 

Ted Barris, popular author and historian, gave a lively and thought-provoking presentation on Canada’s citizen  
soldiers and their great victory at Vimy Ridge in 1917.  The story of the 500 young men recruited from Little Trinity 
Church Sunday School was featured.  

 

Annual Founder’s Dinner 

Our Heritage Champion Award recognized A. Charles Baillie for his outstanding philanthropy in  support of  
Canadian heritage. Actor and playwright R.H. Thomson delighted guests as M.C, reading moving accounts of the  
Christmas Truce from the diaries of WWI soldiers on both sides of the conflict.  The Jake Fowell Jazz Band led the  
carol singing and performed seasonal dance music for one hundred guests. Sincere thanks goes to our host the  
Ontario Heritage Trust and to L-eat Catering and Exclusive Affair for their generous support. Prizes were donated  
by Marriott Bloor Yorkville Hotel, the Vimy Foundation, Aroma Café, George Brown College Continuing  
Education, Innovative Fitness, and Mill Street Brewery.  

 

Community Participation 
 

We engaged hundreds of people in our community through mail and email, our website, Twitter 
(@Enoch_Turner_SH) and at our events. ETSF Directors participated in Jane’s Walk, the West Don Lands Committee, 
the Gooderham and Worts Neighbourhood Association, the Corktown Residents’ Association, The St. Lawrence    
Neighborhood Association and Heritage Toronto. 



Victory at Vimy 

 

2015 Photo Gallery 

During the First World War, some 500 men from Little Trinity Church Sunday School fought for Canada and the Empire.  A century ago, 

they enlisted in the Schoolhouse. Author Ted Barris looked at the “Victory at Vimy” as the story of citizen soldiers from salt-of-the-earth 

communities across the Empire, melding into an army that became known as the “shock troops” of the Allied expeditionary force.  

Annual Founder’s Dinner 

The 2015 Annual Dinner Recalled Corktown Brewer’s Gift to Area’s Poor Children, the schoolhouse that Enoch Turner built, and the 

Christmas feast he treated them to in 1849. As part of the festivities, the Foundation honoured its 2015 Heritage Champion, A. Charles 

Baillie, OC.  Celebrated actor, director & playwright R.H. Thomson read personal accounts from the diaries of WWI soldiers on both 

sides of the conflict who were present at the Christmas Truce in 1914. 


