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Message from the Chair
Our foremost goals in 2018 were to support free access for elementary school children to the 19th century school day
experience where they could become Victorian era pupils, and to promote public awareness of a significant chapter in the
struggle for universal access to public education. With funding from the McLean Foundation and other generous donors,
the school visit program continues to enrich the elementary school curriculum and inspire visitors.
The Canada 150 education series, Values and Visions in Public Education, concluded in January. The response to these talks
has encouraged us to plan a series of talks for 2020 exploring the theme of equality of educational opportunity as it has
developed over the past seventy years.
We were delighted to welcome Irene Bakaric, a resident of the St. Lawrence neighbourhood, as a Director. Bob Leech
provided valuable expertise as Treasurer. Thanks to the enthusiastic support of the Directors of the Foundation who
advised on our financial sustainability, strategic development, and community outreach, we completed a successful program year.
Our web master David Barr of Innogenesis Inc. and our marketing consultant Leonard Knott, supported our efforts to
attract media coverage and to develop audiences in support of the Ontario Heritage Trust’s stewardship of the
Schoolhouse.
Foundation Administrator Miriah Bough brought her expertise in historic interpretation and her administrative savvy to the
Foundation’s operation including the management of our website. It has been a pleasure to work with her.
I am deeply grateful to the Directors, Members, donors and Dr. Paul Axelrod, academic consultant, for their
encouragement and support in keeping alive Enoch Turner’s vision to give every child who came to his schoolhouse a
better future.
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2018 Highlights
Financial
Thanks to the generous donations by foundations and individuals and the sponsorship of the Annual Founder’s
Dinner by Deloitte, we were able to sustain our support for the school visit program, complete two Canada 150
heritage projects, and celebrate the Schoolhouse’s 180th year.
Ontario Heritage Trust Programs
The Enoch Turner Schoolhouse received 714 student visitors from January to December 2018. Thanks to the
Enoch Turner Schoolhouse Foundation, 687 of these students were provided subsidized visits. The Schoolhouse welcomes
a new Education Assistant Kristina Karakolis who brings experience in education and programming both within a
classroom and a museum setting to the role! The Trust is privileged to have our partnership with the Enoch Turner
Schoolhouse Foundation which plays a significant role in the Schoolhouse’s success by supporting the Trust’s
programming and operation of the site, and by helping to maintain important community ties.
Annual General Meeting Special Lecture: Distilling in Old Town Toronto
Author, beer critic and historian Jordan St. John explored the legacy of the distilling industry which has been
instrumental to the fortunes of Toronto. Jordan shared his expertise on brewing and distilling in 19th century
Toronto along with his research on the life of Enoch Turner.
Annual Founder’s Dinner
Among the seventy-five guests were Heritage Champions David Crombie PC, OC, and Nancy McFadyen, along with
former Foundation Director, Barbara McDougall PC, OC . We were pleased to welcome Reverend John Joseph
Mastandrea of Metropolitan United Church. Global TV reporter and MC, Sean O’Shea, regaled guests with a reading of
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas. Lutenist Benjamin Stein and soprano Emily Klassen performed traditional carols and
seasonal dance music. Appreciation goes to our host the Ontario Heritage Trust and the staff, and to L-eat Catering and
Exclusive Affair for their generous support. And we thank the many donors of door prizes including George Brown
College and Marriott Hotels and the Montgomery’s Innovators for the traditional Christmas cake.
Community Participation
ETSF Directors participate in the activities of the Ontario Heritage Trust, the West Don Lands Committee, the

Gooderham and Worts Neighbourhood Association, the Corktown Residents’ Association, The St.
Lawrence Neighborhood Association, and Heritage Toronto.
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